July 19, 1958

President C. A, Elvehjom
University of Wisconsin
Medison 6, Wisconsin

Dear President Eivehjem:

As you know | have agreed to accept sn appointment as Professor of Gene-
tics at the Stenford University School! of Medicine. If it Is mutually agree~
able and convenlent, | would like to be placed on leave status (without pay)
unti! September |, 1959 or even to June 30, 1960, In order to faclilitate the
termination of research grants and to mest the needs of some students comple-
ting thelr graduate study. The most likely dats of wmy departure Is April |,
1959, but | hope to work out a final decision on thls polnt with Deans Froker
and Bowers.

| an sure you recognize the charscter of the speclal apportunity st
Stenford which was » major factor In my decision to sove. Genetics and
blochemistry are rapldly converging on the fine structurs and biosynthesis
of nuclelic acld, but there are very few Indlvidual workers or balanced re~
ssarch teams that can most effectively beldge the gap between ths two sclences.
As you know, Professor Rornberg Is a presminent worker In nuclelic actd blo-
chemistry, having done the plonsering work on thelr enzymetic synthesis. The
panding move of his entire department whose Interests are all focused on re~
lated problems snd Stenford University's proffer of a chalr in Genetics, with
closely Integrated leborstory facilities, made for a unique opportunity to con~
verge on what | consider to be the most salient probles in biclogy today.

That this opportunity has arlisen sisewhere would reflect no discredit
to Wisconsin, except perhaps in the timitation of my owm imagination during
the pest seversl years when | should have anticipated these developments
and made more vigorous proposals to mest them here. With the sclentific
Interest and insight of its officers, | have no doubt at all that Wisconsin
can and wiil be the seat of equally striking ressarch In this fleld. How-
ever, our present faculties In biochamistry are alresady preoccuplied with
other probiems just as valld and significant s the blosynthesls of nucleic
aclds in microorganisms. It Is & rere occasion, when, ss at Stenford, an
entirs department of blochemistry cen be bullt In one plere, and orlented
in such & way as to compiement perfectiy another blologist's resources and
interests.,

My sssociation with Wisconsin since 1947 has been most happy and pro-
ductive. | have always had the most cordial relstionships with (ts offlicers,
and they have slweys been at least ons atep shesd of my ressonable aspirations
in such matters as rslative salary and rank. As for the rest of the faculty,



it s enough to sey that VWisconsin is an ideal place for scholarfy work, |
shall be fortunate If the specific programsatic opportunity at Stanford is
matched by an overall academic setting and the wise and sympathetic admin~
Istration of Its affalrs thet matches these slements at Wisconsin. You can
be sure that my sagerness to advance specific sspects of my research s
tempered by anticipated regrets for the Wisconsin ascademic climate and for
the frisndships wy wife and | have bullt up here.

Finslly, | want to record my ial apprecletion for Dean Bowers with
whom | have besn most closel ated during the past two years. HNe hes
had rare vision and zeal In zymt the growth of resesrch opportunities
at our medical sSchoo! snd | wiil utu his leadership and support, especially
for the program in medical genstics in which we have both been especially
interested. i inow thet my successor in this Tieid can look forward to a
ramarkable opportunity In & congenlal setting. This wouid not be possible
If [t ware net for the sypathetic cooperation of our colleagues in the
College of Agriculture.

| hoge you will do me the faver of communicating this letter to the
fegents of the University. Vith despast personal spprecistions,

Yours sinacerely,

Joshwa Laderberg

CC: Osan Bowers
Dean Froker
Professor lrwin



